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president;  Thad  Moore,  pastor  of  Poplar  Springs  Drive  Church,  Meridian,  first  vice- 
president;  and  Gus  Merritt,  retired  former  pastor  of  Clarke  Venable  Church,  Newton, 
recording  secretary.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) _ _ 

for  the  2004  meeting  was  1,236,  a  decline  of  from  First  Church,  McComb. 

177  messengers  from  the  2003  meeting.  •  Setting  aside  of  the  first  Tuesday  of 

Messengers  approved  without  dissent  a  each  month  as  a  time  of  prayer  and  fast- 
2005  Mississippi  Baptist  Cooperative  ing  for  revival  in  America.  The  resolu- 
Program  budget  of  $31,314,491,  a  1.49%  tion  was  proposed  by  Paul  Spradley,  a 
increase  over  the  current  year.  The  portion  of  messenger  from  Second  Church, 
the  budget  going  to  Southern  Baptist  Indianola;  Roy  Clark,  pastor  and  mes- 
Convention  causes  remains  steady  at  35%,  or  senger  from  Second  Church,  Indianola; 
$10,960,071  for  the  2005  budget  year  -  also  a  and  Russell  Mord,  pastor  and  messenger 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following 
prayer  with  God  in 
your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that 
I  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned .) 

1. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
\  death. 

(I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and 
rose  from  the  grave  to 
forgive  ray  sins  and  to  restore 
my  relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  Him. 

(I  receive  Christ  as  my 
Savior  and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to 
become  children  of  God,  even  to 
those  who  believe  in  his  name 
(John  1:12). 


recordini 


messenger  registration  count 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


CHECKING  IN  —  Messengers  from  cooperating  Mississippi  Baptist  churches  sign  in 
at  the  registration  table  on  October  26  prior  to  the  start  of  the  169th  annual  session 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  at  First  Church,  Jackson.  A  total  of  1,236  mes¬ 
sengers  registered  for  the  annual  session.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 
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By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 


Mississippi  Baptist  pastors  gathered  at 
First  Church,  Jackson,  on  October  25  for 
their  annual  Mississippi  Baptist  Pastor's 
Conference,  traditionally  held  in  the 


Miss,  pastors  meet  for  preaching,  worship 


CONFERENCE  OFFICERS 
—  Joe  Turner  (left),  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Horn  Lake,  was 
chosen  on  October  25  to 
seiVe  as  president-elect  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Pastor's  Conference.  Don 
Boone  (center),  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Louisville,  is  the 
incoming  president  of  the 
conference.  Dean  Stewart 
(right),  senior  pastor  of*38th 
Avenue  Church,  Hattiesburg, 
is  outgoing  president.  (Photo 
by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


Sanctuary  of  First  Church,  Jackson,  on  the 
day  prior  to  the  start  of  the  annual  session 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

Following  the  theme  of  "How  Beautiful 
Are  die  Feet  of  Them  That  Preach  the 
Gospel"  (Romans  10:15),  preachers  included: 

•  D.J.  Benson,  senior  pastor  of  Salem 
Heights  Chinch,  Laurel. 

•  John  Merck,  pastor  of  Rocky  Creek 
Church,  Lucedale. 

•  W.D.  "Step"  Martin,  retired  pastor  of 
Calvary  Churcn,  Shreveport,  La. 

•  Fred  Wolfe,  retirea  pastor  of  Cottage 
Hill  Church,  Mobile,  Ala.,  and  former  resi¬ 
dent  of  Brandon. 

•  John  Phillips,  Bible  commentary 
author  from  Bowling  Green,  Ky. 

•  Junior  Hill,  evangelist  of  Hartselle,  Ala. 

Ronnie  Cottingham,  music  evangelist 

from  Lucedale,  provided  message  in  song, 
while  Ken  Adams,  minister  of  music  at 
38th  Avenue  Church,  Hattiesburg,  led  con¬ 
gregational  singing. 

D.J.  Benson  preached  from  Romans  1:15. 
Strikinga  blow  against  Calvanism,  Benson 
said,  *There  is  no  limited  atonement. 
Irresistible  grace?  Baloney!" 

John  Merck  preached  from  Hebrews 
9:22.  "Without  the  shedding  on  blood, 
there  is  no  remission  of  sin.  Without  the 


shedding  of  blood,  there  is  no  message 
to  preach.  Without  the  shedding  of 
blood,  no  sinner  has  hope  of  salvation 
and  eternal  life,"  he  explained. 

W.D.  "Step"  Martin,  utilizing  a  number 
of  Scripture  passages,  said,  "God  doesn't 
want  to  be  just  first;  he  wants  to  be  all." 

Fred  Wolfe  preached  from  2  Corinthians 
4:5.  "It's  not  about  you  and  it's  not  about 
me.  How  can  it  be  about  us  when  it  is 
about  Him,  Jesus  Christ?"  he  stressed. 

John  Phillips,  a  native  of  Great  Britain, 
preached  from  Paslm  24.  "Planet  Earth  is 
the  Lord's.  That's  his  claim;  it  all  belongs  to 
him,"  he  pointed  out. 

Junior  Hill  preached  from  Luke  8.  "The 
church  is  not  great  because  it's  growing. 
That's  a  carnal  assessment,"  he  observed. 
"The  church  is  growing  because  it's  great." 

Dean  Stewart,  senior  pastor  of  38th 
Avenue  Church,  Hattiesburg,  served  as 
2004  president  of  the  conference  and 
planned  this  year's  conference  program. 
Don  Boone,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Louisville,  is  the  incoming  president  and 
will  plan  the  2005  conference  program. 
Joe  Turner,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Horn 
Lake,  was  cnosen  as  president-elect  and 
will  be  responsible  for  the  2006  confer¬ 
ence  program. 


Akin  inaugurated 
at  Southeastern 
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WAKE  FOREST,  N.C.  (BP) 
—  Amidst  a  throng  of  family, 
friends  and  students,  Daniel 
Akin  was  inaugurated  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  Southeastern  Seminary 
in  an  Oct.  27  ceremony  "devot¬ 
ed  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 

More  than  a  thousand  peo¬ 
ple  packed  Binkley  Chapel,  in 
the  center  of  the  Southeastern's 
Wake  Forest,  N.C.,  campus,  to 
witness  the  inauguration  of 
only  die  sixth  president  in  the 
seminary's  53-year  history. 

"On  behalf  of  42,000  church¬ 
es  and  16  million  Southern 
Baptists,  I  congratulate  Dr.  Akin 
on  this  momentous  day  from 
which  Southeastern  will  go  for¬ 
ward  for  the  glory  of  Goa.  This 
institution  will  continue  to  be  a 
lighthouse  for  the  glory  of  God 
all  around  the  world.  I  thank 
God,  as  do  all  Southern 
Baptists,  that  this  humble  ser¬ 
vant  comes  to  the  helm  of  lead¬ 
ership,"  said  Morris  Chapman, 
president  and  chief  executive 
officer  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  in  Nashville. 

Tim  Lewis,  chairman  of  the 
seminary's  trustees,  echoed 
Chapman's  sentiments.  "This  is 
a  glorious  day  in  the  life  of  this 
institution,  a  day  for  which  we 
have  prayed,  planned  and 
sought  the  Lord's  will.  Dr.  Akin 
is  a  man  of  commitment  to  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  to  good 
thinking  about  theology  based 
on  a  firm  faith  in  the  inerrancy 
of  God's  Word.  He  is  a  man  of 
proven  character,  with  a  conta¬ 
gious  passion  for  life,  living 
and  people.  I  know  of  no  other 
man  more  adequately  prepared 
to  be  president  of  Southeastern 
than  Dr.  Akin."  . 


The  Baptist  Record - 


The  chapel  ceremony' was 
the  culmination  of  a  weeklong 
celebration  at  Southeastern, 
where  many  Southern  Baptist 
leaders  gathered  to  honor 
Akin  for  his  character  and 
dedication  but  reserved  for 
the  glory  for  Jesus  Christ. 

"All  that  matters  in  life  is 
that  you  please  Jesus,"  Akin 
said.  ’'My  sole  passion  in  life  is 
to  live  under  His  lordship." 

In  an  Oct  24  gathering  with 
the  seminary  family  at  Akin's 
home  church.  Wake  Cross 
Roads  Church  in  Raleigh, 
Johnny  Hunt,  pastor  of  me 
Atlanta-area  Woodstock 

Church,  noted  to  Akin,  "You 
need  to  remember  that  what  is 
important  to  the  leader  is  impor-  ' 
tant  to  the  follower.  A  spiritual 
leader  says,  'Follow  me.' 
Establish  a  path  for  others  to  fol¬ 
low.  They're  going  to  be  watch¬ 
ing  you.  Preach  with  purity  and 
integrity  of  doctrine.  Preach 
with  integrity,  dignity  and  sin¬ 
cerity,  ana  curiosity  will  follow." 

Speakers  at  inauguration 
events  included  Akin's  personal 
friends  James  Merritt,  pastor  of 
Cross  Pointe  Church  in  Duluth, 
Ga.,  and  R.  Albert  Mohler  Jr., 
president  of  Southern  Seminary 
m  Louisville,  Ky.  ’ 

A  common  refrain  from 
those  who  know  Akin  best  was 
that  behind  the  aura  of  leader¬ 
ship,  Akin  is  a  genuine  man  of 
God.  "Daniel  Akin  is  a  man  of 
100%  integrity...,"  Merritt  said. 

Delivering  the  charge  to 
Akin  was  Southwestern 
Seminary  President  Paige 
Patterson,  Akin's  immediate 
predecessor  at  Southeastern 
and  a  man  Akin  calls  his 
"father  in  ministry." 
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Homecoming  &  Revival  Dates 


Crosby,  Crosby:  Revival 
November  5-7;  Fri.  and  Sat.,  7 
p.m.;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  with 
potluck  dinner  following;  Rob 
Westbrook,  preaching;  Scott 
Kirby,  music. 

New  Hope,  Mt.  Olive: 
Homecoming  and  Dedication 
November  T,  Sunday,  11  a.m.; 
lunch  will  be  served;  afternoon 
with  Next  Generation;  Lane 
Vamer/pastor. 

Calvary,  Petal:  Revival 
November  7-10;  Sunday,  9:45 
a.m.,  11  a.m.,  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.- 
Wed.,  11:45  a.m.  and  7  p.m.; 
free  Wednesday  supper  at  5:45 
p.m.;  Alben  Gaston,  evangelist; 
Calvary  musicians,  music; 
nursery  provided. 


Macedonia,  Meridian: 

Homecoming  November  7;  a 
covered  dish  lunch  will  follow 
morning  worship;  Danny 
Moss,  former  pastor,  preaching; 
Jason  C.  Gross,  pastor. 

Southside,  Jackson:  65th 
Anniversary  November  7;  Bible 
study,  9  a.m.;  worship,  10:15 
a.m.;  dinner  will  follow;  Jeffrey 
R.  Parker,  pastor;  all  former 
members  are  invited. 

Big  Level,  Wiggins:  Revival 
November  7-10;  Sunday,  11 
a.m.,  dinner  following,  and 
6:30  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  /  p.m.; 
Jim  Futral,  MBCB,  evangelist; 
Hubert  Greer,  music;  David 
Perry,  pastor;  for  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  (601)  528-9412  or 
(601)  928-3898. 


Jupiter  Simpson  Association: 

Revival  November  7-10;  Sunday, 
6  p  jn.;  Mcrt-Wed.,  7  pan.;  Danny 
Adams,  Jon  Haimes,  Charles 
Broome,  Dennis  Campbell, 
preaching;  Bruce  Jolly,  pastor. 

First,  Belzoni:  Harvest  Day 
November  14;  worship,  10  a.m.; 
a  covered  dish  lunch  will  fol¬ 
low;  Wayne  Coleman,  preach¬ 
ing;  George  C.  Johnson,  pastor; 
all  are  invited. 

First,  Braxton:  125th 

Anniversary  and  Revival 
November  8-10;  Sunday,  11 
a.m.  and  dinner  following; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Jerry 

Mixon,  MBCB,  evangelist. 

First,  Lauderdale: 

Homecoming  November  14; 


One  Year.  One 


One  Bible  at  the  Heart  of  ft 


The  Every  Day  with  Jesus  Bible  has  been  declared  the  official  resource 


of  the  “Year  of  the  Bible”  resolution  urging  every  Southern  Baptist 
to  read  through  the  entire  Bible  during  2005. 


Readers  will  enjoy: 


365  daily  readings 


Convenient  Scripture  references 


Stimulating  devotionals 


Daily  prayer  suggestions 


Interactive  questions 


The  Every  Day  with  Jesus  Bible 


is  the  perfect  Christmas  gift 


for  family,  friends,  neighbors, 


ministerial  staff,  church  leaders, 


kers. 


uible 
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Sunday  School,  9:30  a.m.;  wor¬ 
ship,  10:45  a.m.;  lunch  follow¬ 
ing;  Mike  Russell,  former  pas¬ 
tor,  speaking;  Tom  Harrison, 
music;  Jerry  Bishop,  pastor;  all 
are  invited;  for  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  (601)  679-5586. 

Gunter  Road,  Florence:  25th 
Anniversary  November  14;  din¬ 
ner  will  be  served;  Harmony  and 
Grits,  1  p an.;  Dale  Holloway,  for¬ 
mer  pastor,  speaking;  Gene 
Jordan,  pastor;  all  are  welcome. 

Harrisville,  Simpson 

Association:  Revival  November 
7-10;  Sunday,  9  a.m.  Sunday 
School,  10  a.m.  worship,  disdple- 
ship  training  at  5:30  pan.;  and 
worship  at  630  p.m.;  Mon. -Wed., 
7  p.m.;  Dennis  Allen,  First,  Baker, 
La.,  guest  preacher;  Steve  Walker, 
PinoLa,  music;  for  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  (601)  847-1593. 

First,  Anguilla:  Revival 
November  14-17;  Sunday,  11 
a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7 
p.m.;  Bob  Smith,  evangelist; 
Emily  Carter,  music;  Brad 
Moak,  pastor. 


Just  for 
the  Record 

First  Church,  Edinburg, 
will  hold  a  pastor's  preach¬ 
ing  conference  November 
11-12  at  7  p.m.  nightly.  Billy 
Henry  is  the  host  pastor.  For 
more  information,  call  (601) 
267-4250. 


Center 

Hamilton, 


Hill 

will 


Church, 

present 


Experiencing  God,  Learn  the 
7  Realities  of  God,  November 
12-14.  Call  (662)  343-5591  for 
more  information. 

Russell  Church,  Meridian, 
will  present  David  Ring,  I  Have 
Cerebral  Palsy- Whars  Your 
Problem?,  November  23  at  6:30 
p  an.  For  more  information,  call 
(601)482-3577. 

-  Park  Haven  Church, 
Laurel,  will  host  the  Baptist 
Women's '  Day  of  Prayer 
November  7  at  2  p.m. 
National  Baptist,  Southern 
Baptist,  and  Hispanic  Baptist, 
all  women  are  invited. 


James  Sclater;  professor  in  the 
Department  of  Music, 
Mississippi  College,  has  been 
named  me  winner  of  a  composi¬ 
tion  contest  sponsored  by 
VocalEssence,  a  professional 
choral  organization  based  in 
Minneapolis,  Minn.,  and  the 
American  Composers  Forum. 
The  winning  work,  A  Piping 
Carol,  will  premiere  as  part  of  the 
Welcome  Christmas!  concerts 
presented  each  year  in 
Minneapolis.  Premiere  is  set  for 
December  5  with  additional  per¬ 
formances  December  11  ana  12. 
The  concert  will  be  recorded  by 
Minnesota  Public  Radio  for 
national  distribution  in  2005  by 
American  Public  Media. 


Do  You  Have 
CD's  Maturing? 

Tired  of  Low  Rates? 

How  WOULD  YOU  LIKE  7.25% 
1st  year?  Tax  deferred,  FREE 
WITHDRAWALS  &  100  %  INSURED 

FOR  MORE  INFO  CALL 

LD.  O'Mire  Associates 
at  601-957-3841  OR 
*  1-800-844-3254 
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Something  Beautiful 

homcaUty  Sr  Son3^  flWool 

for  their  34 years  cf  Ministry  at  First  Baptist  Church  Jackson 

Saturday,  November  6*1-4  p.m. 

This  reception  is  open  to  friends  cf  Larry  and  Sandy  Blade  • 
who  would  tike  to  express  their  love  and  appreciation 
for  their  work  at  FBC  Jackson. 

&U4  fBnjillivI  ffinnfcfton 

Ftllowshit  Hall  East 

43 1  North  Stata  Strut  .Jaduon,  Muiidffi  39201 
6019491900  •  wwwjbq.org 
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among  wolves,  a  graphi 
description  of  hoW  hostile  th 
world  can  be  to  us  as  believers. 


Family  Bible  Study 

God  Is  Awesome 

Psalm  104:1-5, 13-15,24,27-30 


Geneva  Ens 


Awesome  is  a  word  teenagers 
overuse  as  a  slang  superlative  to 
mean  "wonderful,"  "unbeliev¬ 
able,"  "beyond  the  ordinary,"  or 
even  "beautiful."  L^ringe  at  this 
misuse  because  I  believe  awesome 
should  be  reserved  for  describing 
God  only.  Its  biblical  definition, 
according  to  Holman  Illustrated 
Bible  Dictionary,  means  "honor, 
fear,  and  respect"  Psalms  104  cov¬ 
ers  all  these  attributes  of  God. 

Honor:  God  is  "very 

great... clothed  with  honor  ana 
majesty"  (v.  1).  He  created  the 
heavens,  the  earth,  and  every¬ 
thing  within.  Eternal  God, 
existing  before  the  foundation 
of  earth,  is  greater  than  any  cre¬ 
ated  being.  His  Shekinah  glory 
is  so  bright  than  no  man  can  see 
it  in  its  fullness  and  live;  He  is 
splendorous.  Enthroned  on 
rngh  as  our  King,  He  is  majes¬ 
tic.  His  name  is  a  name  above 


all  other  names. 

Because  of  his  exalted 
position  as  Creator  and 

Savior,  we  owe  God  England  ine  psamusi 

alone  our  praise.  When  8  employs  an  analogy  of 

the  psalmist  repeats,  "O  my  God's  creatine  the  heavens  and 
soul,  (w.  1,  35)  we  are  given  earth  to  building  a  dwelling 
an  insight  into  the  deepness  of  ["tent"].  When  God  laid  the 
his  devotion.  As  believers,  we  foundational  beams  for  the 
must  strive  for  that  same  chambers.  He  then  stretched  the 
degree  of  devotion  and  honor.  sky  above  like  the  canopy  of  a 
rear  Fear  involves  the  "emo-  tent.  He  made  His  presence 
tions  of  tenor  and  anxiety,"  along  known  by  controllingthe  clouds 
with  foe  "attitude  of  respect  ana  and  wind  (w.  2-5).  The  phrase, 
submission"  when  we  are  wor-  "who  maketh  foe  clouds  his 
shipping  God  (HIBD).  The  chariot"  (v.  3),  is  a  beautiful  poet- 
psalmist  understood  this  fear  ic  expression  of  God's  grandeur, 
and  recorded  that  all  of  God's  Skeptics  and  atheists  arguing 
creations  depend  on  God  for  sus-  for  evolution  or  the  big  bang  foeo- 
tenance.  On  foe  other  hand,  ry  may  try  to  refute  verse  5  by 
when  God  "hide[sj"  His  face,  pointing  out  that  die  earth  has  no 
"they  are  terrified"  (v.  29,  NIV).  literal  foundations  and  it  does 
Likewise,  they  tremble  when  He  move  by  revolving.  What  they  do 
holds  than  accountable  (v.  29).  not  understand  is  that  the  founda- 

•  Reverence  [respect]:  tions  of  foe  earth  exist  solely 

Reverence  is  "respect  or  honor  because  of  die  Creator,  known 
paid  to  a  worthy  object"  now  by  us  as  foe  Father,  the  Son, 


(HIBD).  Failing  to  rev- 
erence  God  has  serious 
consequences  as 

learned  from  Adam 
and  Eve,  foe  Hebrew 
nation,  NT  scribes  and 
Pharisees,  and  others. 

Awesome  Creator 
(Psalm104:1-5) 

,  The  psalmist 

na  employs  an  analogy  of 
God's  creating  foe  heavens  and 
earth  to  building  a  dwelling 
["tent"].  When  God  laid  foe 
foundational  beams  for  the 
chambers,  He  then  stretched  foe 
sky  above  like  foe  canopy  of  a 
tent.  He  made  His  presence 
known  by  controllingthe  clouds 
and  wind  (w.  2-5).  The  phrase, 
"who  maketh  foe  clouds  his 
chariot"  (v.  3),  is  a  beautiful  poet¬ 
ic  expression  of  God's  grandeur. 

Skeptics  and  atheists  arguing 


move  by  revolving,  wnartneyao 
not  understand  is  that  the  founda¬ 
tions  of  foe  earth  exist  solely 
because  of  the  Creator,  known 
now  by  us  as  the  Father,  the  Son, 


and  foe  Holy  Spirit  As  believers, 
you  and  I,  likewise  have  a  solid 
foundation  when  we  accept  Jesus 
Christ  as  our  Savior  ana  Lord. 
What  confidence  this  foundation 
provides!  Foolish  indeed  are  those 
who  fail  to  recognize  and  worship 
God  as  awesome  Creator. 

Awesome  Provider  (Psalm 
104:13-15) 

The  Psalmist  praises  God  as 
foe  provider  for  daily  suste¬ 
nance.  God  provides  water, 
plant  growth,  and  animals  for 
meat.  His  chain  of  survival 
among  all  foe  creatures  that  live 
in,  on,  and  above  earth  is  indeed 
awesome.  Recently,  we  toured  a 
peregrine  falcon  restoration 
reserve  and  heard  foe  tale  of  an 
egg  being  incubated  with  enor¬ 
mous  care  such  as  foe  correct 
temperature,  rotation,  etc.,  yet 
the  chick  was  not  developing 
properly.  The  egg  was  removed 
from  foe  so-called  perfect  envi¬ 
ronment  and  placed  under  a  set¬ 
ting  falcon  hen.  In  no  time  she 
had  restored  foe  hatchling  to 
normalcy  What  a  miracle!  God 
created  Earth  perfect;  humans 
have  steadily  misused  it,  begin¬ 
ning  with  Adam  and  Eve. 


Awesome  Sustainer  (Psalm 
104  :24,  27-30) 

Not  only  is  God  our  Creator; 
He  is  also  our  Sustainer.  Today, 
people  have  become  pleasure 
seekers,  following  the  lust  of 
the  flesh,  of  the  eye,  and  the 
pride  of  life  (1  John  2:15-17) 
more  than  God.  It  is  a  sad  com¬ 
mentary  on  our  leaders  who 
ignore  God's  laws  and  com¬ 
mands.  Do  not  be  deceived: 
God  will  bring  judgment  upon 
sinful  individuals  and  upon 
sinful  nations. 

Again,  foe  psalmist  magnifies 
foe  Lord  for  His  daily  provisions 
"at  the  proper  time"  (v.  27,  NIV). 
God  holds  the  key  to  survival  for 
all  creation  because  too  much 
rain  or  sun  will  alter  the  weather 
in  such  a  way  as  to  interfere  with 
the  food  chain;  however,  God, 
"in  wisdom."  (v.  24)  has  every¬ 
thing  timed  so  that  the  plant  and 
animal  kingdoms  are  sustained. 

Verse  31  adds  a  fitting 
acclamation  to  our  praise: 
"The  glory  of  the  Lora  shall 
endure  forever,  the  Lord  shall 
rejoice  in  his  works." 

England  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Grenada. 


Explore  the  Bible 

A  New  Responsibility 

Luke  9:57  10:4, 8-9, 17-20 


r  Martin 


Our  son,  Cpl.  Jeremy  Martin, 
is  in  Iraq  with  the  1st  Battalion, 
8th  Marines,  out  of  Camp 
Lejeune,  North  Carolina.  While 
he  can't  be  too  specific  as  to  his 
location,  we  have  a  very  good 
sense  of  where  he  is.  He  assures 
us  he's  fine,  but  as  a  mortar- 
man,  an  infantry  grunt,  we 
know  that  he  is  in  harm's  way. 
We  have  a  strong  sense  that 
he's  actively  participating  in 
God's  plan  forms  life. 

As  parents,  it  was  difficult  to 
sec  him  head  for  the  sandbox 
for  foe  second  time.  I  can't  help 
but  wonder  what  it  must've 


was  very  frank  in 
describing  foe  cost  of 
following  him.  Being  a  w 
disciple  of  Jesus  would 
mean  hardship  and  sacrifice. 

How  would  you  have  con¬ 
soled  foe  families  of  those  disci¬ 
ples?  As  you  look  at  the  chal¬ 
lenges  Jesus  presented  in  957-62, 
which  would  be  the  hardest  for 
you  to  accept,  and  why? 

Jesus  uses  agricultural  terms 
in  Luke  10:1-4.  As 
Mississippians,  we  live  in  an 
agrarian  society.  We  understand 
foe  cycle  of  planting,  nurturing, 
and  harvest.  We  are  also  aware  of 
how  inclement  weather  or 


Martin 


to  meet  their  needs. 
What  baggage  are  you 
carrying?  What  does 
your  baggage  show 
about  your  willingness 
to  serve  in  faith?  Do  we 
really  trust  Jesus  to  meet 
our  needs? 

Luke  10.8-9  describes 
how  Jesus  asked  his  dis- 
.  ciples  to  minister  in 

1111  whatever  town  they 

entered.  We  are  still  called  to 
minister  in  the  same  fashion, 
wherever  we  are  and  with  what¬ 
ever  means  we  can. 

The  Hattiesburg  American 
recently  ran  a  story  on  Char  la 
Hudson  and  Joan  Terrell  minis¬ 
tering  to  troubled  teens. 
According  to  foe  article,  Hudson 
and  Terrell  have  volunteered  in 
programs  that  served  at-risk  chil¬ 
dren,  especially  teenagers.  Their 
plans  include  a  House  of  Hope,  a 
facility  dedicated  to  foe  healing 

«  a  J  .  .  «  H  I  fin  >1  _  at _ 


for  the  second  time.  I  can't  help  how  inclement  weather  or  facility  dedicated  to  the  heaung 
but  wonder  what  it  must've  draught  can  ruin  a  harvest  Jesus  of  hurting  children.  While  other 
been  like  for  the  disdples  to  sent  the  disciples  out  in  paire,  programs  tty  to  meet  foe  needs 
have  told  their  families  that  and  gave  them  specific  instruc-  of  teens,  Hudson  and  Terrell 
they  were  leaving  everything  tions  in  v.  4:  do  not  take  a  purse  have  an  approach  which  stresses 
to  follow  Jesus.  Talk  about  com-  or  bag  or  sandals;  and  do  not  demonstrating  God  s  love 
mitment!  Jesus  was  up  front  greet  anyone  on  foe  road  (NIV).  through  Christ.  Their  approach 
with  these  men;  in  957-62,  he  The  disciples  were  to  trust  Jesus  demonstrates  ministry  according 


to  Jesus'  instructions. 

We  have  opportunities  to 
minister  in  foe  same  fashion. 
As  we  go,  we  are  obligated  to 
seek  out  those  who  are  sick,  or 
hurting,  or  simply  in  need  of  a 
kind  word.  While  we  may  find 
that  it  is  difficult  to  minister 
where  we  are,  God  supematu- . 
rally  empowers  us  to  meet  the 
needs  of  those  we  see  daily. 

Luke  10:17-20  tells  foe  rest  of 
the  story,  how  the  seventy-two 
returned  from  their  mission. 
They  rejoiced  in  God's  power, 
which  is  far  removed  from  our 
tendency  to  rejoice  in  our  own 
power.  In  church  life,  we  are 
prone  to  take  credit  for  things 
God  has  done.  There  is  a  huge 
difference  in  celebrating  earth¬ 
ly  achievements  and  rejoicing 
in  God's  power. 

How  do  you  feel  about  the 
harvest  where  you  live?  Are 
there  unrealized  opportunities 
all  about  you?  Are  the  people  in 
your  community  ripe  for  the 
Gospel?  Scripture  teaches  that 
we  often  find  ourselves  as  lambs 


These  verses  show  many  of 
the  privileges  we  have  in  Jesus 
Christ.  We  have  authority  to 
trample  on  snakes  and  scorpions 
and  to  overcome  the  power  of 
die  enemy.  "Nothing  can  harm 
you,"  Jesus  said  in  v.  19.  There 
nave  been  many  Christians 
who've  been  martyred  for  their 
faith,  but  Jesus  wants  us  to  know 
that  while  enemies  might 
destroy  our  mortal  bodies,  our 
souls  are  immortal,  and  we  are 
guaranteed  safe  harbor  eternally 
m  heaven  with  Him.  The  disci¬ 
ples  who  were  prone  to  boasting 
were  very  proud  of  how  demons 
submitted  to  them.  Jesus  told 
them  that,  as  good  as  that  was, 
their  true  cause  of  rejoicing 
should  be  that  their  names  were 
written  in  heaven. 

Whatever  gifts  may  be 
yours,  whatever  opportunities 
God  may  grant,  rest  secure  in 
the  knowledge  that  you  are 
God's,  and  there  is  nothing  you 
can  do  that  could  cause  Hun  to 
love  you  any  more  than  He 
does  right  now. 

Martin  is  associate  editor  of  the 
Baptist  Record. 


to  follow  Jesus.  Talk  about  com¬ 
mitment!  Jesus  was  up  front 
with  these  men;  in  957-62,  he 
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Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each 
month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory. 
Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful,  and 
helpful  medium.  This  feature  is  hopefully  designed 
to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who 
are  and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 
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Christian  officer  treks  on  despite  setbacks 

Ghazalia  by  roadside  bombs 
detonated  as  their  vehicles 
1  by.  The  captain  says 

_ deaths  had  a  significant 

y  commands  a  impact  on  him  and  his  company, 
fe  is  a  soldier  *'I  was  not  prepared  for  the 


ity  and  I  cannot  go  because  coalition  to  leave  now 
t  blocked.''  because,  I  ask  you,  what  will 
uney  answers,  "You  can  we  do?  These  people  will  take  passed 
leave;  in  fact  I  will  have  my  our  country."  those  c 

men  escort  you  past  the  block-  Captain  Raj 
*  The  man  steps  back  into  platoon  of  88. 
the  crowd  not  interested 
grasping  the  opportune 


BAGHDAD  (BP)  —  "We  versil. 
hate  American  soldiers,"  an  you  have  die  street 
Iraqi  man  snaps  at  Captain 
Micnael  Rainey  from  the  Dack 
of  a  crowd  of  eight  men,  all  in 
their  mid-20s.  The  greenish  ade. 
glow  of  a  fluorescent  light  C. 
from  a  small  store  nearby  in 
reveals  a  stubble  beard  grow-  ty. 
ing  on  the  Iraqi  man's  face.  He  For  the  third  time  fire 
folds  his  arms  across  his  chest  stubble-bearded  man 
as  if  prepared  for  a  battle  states,  "We  hate  American 
response,  but  Captain  Rainey  soldiers."  The  captain  asks 
does  not  fulfill  his  expectation,  the  man  if  his  soldiers 
He  says  only,  "OK."  have  done  something  bad 

Along  the  neighborhood  to  him  or  his  neighbor- 
street  in  the  district  of  hood.  The  man  waves  his 
Ghazalia,  six  miles  west  of  arms  and  says,  "They 
central  Baghdad,  four  tan  U.S.  scare  tile  people." 
military  Humvees  are  parked  "What  do  my  soldiers 
spaciously  along  the  street,  do  that  scares  them?" 
Gunners  sit  on  top  of  the  vehi-  Rainey  asks.  The  man 
cles  with  their  hands  resting  complains  about  the 
tranquilly  across  their  noise  and  presence  of  the 
machine  guns.  At  the  entrance  113s  and  the  Humvees 
to  the  neighborhood,  a  car  is  and  then  changes  in  mid- 
blocked  by  the  113s  and  sentence  to  the  fact  that 
Bradleys  (civilians  call  them  electricity  is  sporadic 


I  was  not  prepared  for  the 
deaths  but  it  doesn't 

a  change  how  we  view 
the  neighborhood  of 


Ghazalia."  He  hangs 
his  head  as  he  speaks 


Btbliocipher 

By  Charles  Marx,  u>32  -  2004 


I  focus.  God  created 
£  1 1  every  emotion  and  we 

|B|  1 1  know  that  while  he 
I  tells  us  in  the  Bible 
ffi^Mthat  He  is  peaceful 
1  and  loving.  He  gets 
angry  and  jealous  as 
well.  So  I  think  what 

^God  is  trying  to  tell  us 
is  that  the  emotion 
itself  is  not  bad  but  the 
things  we  humans  do, 
as  part  of  the  emotion, 
can  be  bad.  The  Old 
Testament  is  full  of 
warriors  that  fought 
for  God's  people. 

"Joshua  is  the  origi¬ 
nal  company  comman¬ 
der.  He  led  a  small 
number  of  people 
against  a  large  army. 
Because  of  his  faith  in 
God,  he  was  able  to 
overcome." 

1  Rainey  continues, 
"As  much  as  I  love 
the  people  in  Ghazalia,  I 
know  that  there  are  people 
here  who  want  to  hurt  us.  I 
think  by  carrying  guns  my 
soldiers  protect  themselves/ 
After  spending  one  week  in  As  two  helicopters  hum  low 

overhead,  Rainey  explain  his 
dreams  for  Ghazalia,  saying, 
"My  hope  is  to  see  the  kids  of 
Ganzalia  walk  out  their  front 
"If  our  purpose  as  a  country  door  without  having  to  tiptoe 
“*  through  sewage  and  trash.  I 

want  each  person  to  be  able  to 
choose  to  have  electrical  power 
on  or  off  by  a  flip  on  a  switch. 
"What  I  don't  want  is 
eminent  on  when  a  kid  sees  an  American 
vel."  soldier  to  pick  up  a  rock  and 

command  throw  it  at  us  and,  finally,  I 
ty,  three  sol-  would  like  to  see  a  local  gov- 
killed  in  emment  the  people  trust/ 
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QMUAOYUA  PSYAKPOAV 
PKV  AKAUYAQ  YK  CMHN 


UYKV  RC  FYIWAV 


FMNWQ,  CAO  KMF  ZPOZ 


ZA  NAIMKIYSAV. 


IMSMQQYPKQ  MKA: 
OFAKOC-MKA 


Clue:C  *  Y 

Have  fun  with  cryptography 
and  exercise  your  Bible 
knowledge.  A  King  James 
Version  Bible  verse  has  been 
encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve 
by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week's  puzzle: 
Romans  12:20 


the  sides  of  the  white  wafer  answers.  "I  tell  my  sol-  ■HHHHHnBnHHHEjHH 

cones  they  hold.  diers  to  treat  the  people 

Neighborhood  children  of  Ghazalia  with  dignity  y 

have  surrounded  several  and  respect;  if  they  aren't  who  fully  believes  in  his 

American  soldiers  who  have 
climbed  out  of  the  vehicles.  The 
children  are  poking  at  their 

uniforms  and  asking  for  candy,  crowd,  speaking  in  English, 

Scattered  along  the  street,  Iraqi 
neighbors  are  standing  and  sit¬ 
ting  in  front  of  their  houses. 

Some  have  brought  lawn  chairs 
to  watch  the  show  brought  to 
their  front  door. 

Unsatisfied  with  Captain  terror  and  scare  the  people. 

Rainey's  response,  die  man  with  V" —  — ’--1 
die  stubble  beard  declares  again:  nating  the  bombs  and  who  is 
"We  hate  American  soldiers."  —  *,K“  —  — 

After  a  pause,  Rainey  asks 
slowly  and  deliberately,  "Are  we 
disturoing  you  or  harming  you 
in  some  way  by  being  here? 

A  clean-shaven  Iraqi  man 
standing  in  front  of  the  group 
answers  in  English,  "Well,  I 
would  like  to  go  home  in  my 
car  to  my  house  because  I  have 
to  study  for  an  exam  at  the  uni¬ 


doing  that,  I  want  to  know."  five.  He  explains  that  he  does 
The  crowd  listens  quietly.  not  have  a  political  agenda  but 
One  of  the  men  from  the  that  his  focus  is  on  his  assign- 

\  ment  in  the  district  of  Ghazalia. 
says,  "We  want  “the  electricity 
on  like  you  have  in  America  ...  Ghazalia*  I  know  that  we  are 
and  the  sewage  fixed.  We  want  supposed  to  be  here.  I  know 
good  lives.  We  know  how  you  my  God  supports  our  work  in 
live  there  and  we  think  you  Ghazalia,"  he  affirms, 
bring  that  to  us.  But  you  bring 

*— — —  — J  is  that  Iraq  can  transition  to  a 

When  asked  who  is  deto-  new  government,  then  I  know 
‘  *  /  ‘  i  that  my  company  has  the  same 

on  the  attack,  the  man  replies,  objective  to  ensure  that  Ghazalia 
"These  are  the  radical  crazy  is  safe  and  secure  so  they  can 
people  who  follow  anyone  transfer  to  a  new 
because  they  are  ignorant,  a  smaller  person 
They  make  the  Bombs."  During  Rairu 
Another  man  interjects,  "We  with  Bravo  Com 
do  not  want  the  American  diers  have  b< 
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FINALLY  AFFFORDABLE  HEALTH  HEALTH  INSURANCE  TOO 

INSURANCE  for  the  seif  employed.  Call  EXPENSIVE?  Call  toll-free  today  (8 77)  _ 

(662)  568-3482.  Provided  by  Mega  232-0686.  We  can  Help!  Major  Medical  MIDDLE  SCHOOL  YOUTH  PASTOR 
Inaurance,  wy^.dhri^jmer-irw.eom.  Hospital  &  surgical  plan.  Doctors  office  position  (grades  6-8).  We  are  looking  for  a 
STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  INC.,  serv-  visits,  prescription  drugs,  life,  dental,  strong  leader  with  a  great  track  record  of 
ing  MS  &  AL  since  1992.  Call  (800)  medicare  supplement,  low  rates.  Have  growth  to  Join  the  focused  team  of  a 

nnimr — n^vcrSki — Slice  current  Health  problems?  We  can  Help!  7,000  member  church.  Excellent  package 
SWttN-S  5HMNU,  JAIUUN,  MISS.  £.  p.  Hutton  Insurance.  nfemd  Seventeen  M71  middle  schools 

yr  T*1  within  a  30  minute  drive.  For  more  infcx- 

SSfi&’SnftCSS  “SS!*  "S  and  »  ^  «*.  «* 


Goodman,  Miss.,  is  currently  seeking  a 
full-time  pastor.  A  traditional  SBC,  resident 
membership  95.  Send  resumes  or  contact 
to  Main  Street  Baptist  Church,  pastor 
search  committee,  Billy  May,  chairman, 
P.O.  Box  206,  Goodman,  MS  39079. 

B  MUSIC  Yt3u*  MINISfltY?  Do  you 
have  a  heart  for  youth!  Immanuel  Baptist 
Church,  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  is  accepting 
resumes  for  minister  of  music/youth/edu- 
cation  Send  to  personnel  committee  cha- 
riman,  Immanuel  Baptist  Church,  6949 
Hwy  61  South,  Vicksburg,  MS  39180. 


SMOKE-FREE  BRANSON  CONDO 

rental.  Like  home,  all  new  furnishings, 
street  level,  no  steps.  Breathtaking 
view,  sleeps  6,  no  pets,  (888)  879-0388 
or  Bucmom716aol.com. 
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